
Core5 and PowerUp: Core5 and PowerUp: 
Guided Pathways to Pre-Guided Pathways to Pre-
K–12 Literacy SuccessK–12 Literacy Success

LexiaLexia ®®  Core5 Core5®®  Rea d ing Rea d ing  and  and LexiaLexia ®®  PowerUp Lit era c y PowerUp Lit era c y® Adaptive® Adaptive  
Blended Learning programs are research-proven to help educatorsBlended Learning programs are research-proven to help educators  
close students’ literacy opportunity gaps. Multiple studies, includingclose students’ literacy opportunity gaps. Multiple studies, including  
third-party and peer-reviewed studies, have demonstrated thethird-party and peer-reviewed studies, have demonstrated the  
efficacy of both programs.efficacy of both programs.
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Core5 helps educators accelerate theCore5 helps educators accelerate the  
development of fundamental literacy skills fordevelopment of fundamental literacy skills for  

students of all abilities in grades pre-K–5.students of all abilities in grades pre-K–5.

Pre-K–KPre-K–K11 students using Core5 achieved students using Core5 achieved  
greater phonological awareness gains thangreater phonological awareness gains than  
students who didn’t  use the program.students who didn’t  use the program.

Core5 st ud ent s ma d e sig nif ic a nt ly g rea t er g a ins onCore5 st ud ent s ma d e sig nif ic a nt ly g rea t er g a ins on  
sound  blend ing  a nd  nonword  rea d ing  t est s.sound  blend ing  a nd  nonword  rea d ing  t est s.

Grade 1 studentsGrade 1 students11  identified as below average inidentified as below average in  
reading ability accelerated reading gains withreading ability accelerated reading gains with  
Core5. Core5 users’ WRMT-III scores were Core5. Core5 users’ WRMT-III scores were 3.633.63  
points higher onpoints higher on  averageaverage than the control group than the control group  
(equivalent to one month of addit ional progress).(equivalent to one month of addit ional progress).

Core5 helped  st ud ent s in Core5 helped  st ud ent s in grades 1 and 2grades 1 and 211 a t  a  low- a t  a  low-

soc ioec onomic  sc hool enha nc e rea d ing  skills. Result ssoc ioec onomic  sc hool enha nc e rea d ing  skills. Result s  

showed  sig nif ic a nt ly g rea t er T ot a l T est  sc ore g a ins on t heshowed  sig nif ic a nt ly g rea t er T ot a l T est  sc ore g a ins on t he  

Pea rson G RADE, wit h a  Pea rson G RADE, wit h a  0.53 effect  size0.53 effect  size..

Grade 2 studentsGrade 2 students11 used Core5 to advance on used Core5 to advance on  
DIBELS Next®, with DIBELS Next®, with signif icantly greater gainssignif icantly greater gains  
(0.23 effect size) than their peers. In addit ion, (0.23 effect size) than their peers. In addit ion, 

27%
of Core5 students of Core5 students advanced in Instructionaladvanced in Instructional  
CategoriesCategories, while students who did not use, while students who did not use  
Core5 did not advance at all.Core5 did not advance at all.
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Core5 helped improveCore5 helped improve third grade students third grade students’’11  
aimsweb scores with aimsweb scores with ef f ective dif f erentiatedef f ective dif f erentiated  
instruction instruction across reader profiles.across reader profiles.

Poor decoders improved from the 18th to 31stPoor decoders improved from the 18th to 31st  
percentile in oral word reading fluencypercentile in oral word reading fluency

Poor comprehenders advanced from the 13th toPoor comprehenders advanced from the 13th to  
36th percentile in reading comprehension36th percentile in reading comprehension

Core5 helpedCore5 helped   t hird grade st udent st hird grade st udent s11 out pa c e peers on t he out pa c e peers on t he

HMH Rea d ing  Invent oryHMH Rea d ing  Invent ory  in just  eight  weeksin just  eight  weeks  a nda nd   Core5Core5

st ud ent s’ rea d ing  g a ins werest ud ent s’ rea d ing  g a ins were  4x great er4x great er t ha n g a ins ma d e t ha n g a ins ma d e

by t he rest  of  t he g roup.by t he rest  of  t he g roup.

Grade 3–5 st udent sGrade 3–5 st udent s used Core5 used Core5  
to increase MAP reading scores by to increase MAP reading scores by 

1.42 point s1.42 point s11. The following year,. The following year,  
Core5 students earnedCore5 students earned 11 11  

percent age point spercent age point s11  more thanmore than  
their peers.their peers.

K–5 st udent sK–5 st udent s11  using Core5 forusing Core5 for  
special education were special education were 2x as likely2x as likely  
t o earn proficient  scorest o earn proficient  scores on the on the  

NWEA MAP.NWEA MAP.

Core5 helpedCore5 helped K–5 K–511 Emergent Emergent   
Bilinguals achieve reading gainsBilinguals achieve reading gains  

equalequal to their native English- to their native English-
speaking peers.speaking peers.

For pre-K–5 studentsFor pre-K–5 students22  who started the who started the  
2022–2023 school year two or more grade2022–2023 school year two or more grade  
levels behind:levels behind:

Core5 helpedCore5 helped

41%
end  t he yea r working  on-g ra d e levelend  t he yea r working  on-g ra d e level  

or  rea c hing  g ra d e-levelor  rea c hing  g ra d e-level  
benc hma rksbenc hma rks

54%
g a ined  t wo or  more g ra d e levelsg a ined  t wo or  more g ra d e levels  

in one yea rin one yea r

3 / 8



The district started using Lexia Core5 with our K-5 studentsThe district started using Lexia Core5 with our K-5 students  
a few years ago. We expanded to our 6-8 campuses thea few years ago. We expanded to our 6-8 campuses the  
following year. The platform is easy to monitor andfollowing year. The platform is easy to monitor and  
provides the supplemental support our students need. Weprovides the supplemental support our students need. We  
love Lexia!”love Lexia!”
– Alisa Gray, Director of Federal Programs & Curriculum, Sheridan School District, Arkansas– Alisa Gray, Director of Federal Programs & Curriculum, Sheridan School District, Arkansas

PowerUp is an intervention for students who needPowerUp is an intervention for students who need  
to gain reading proficiency in grades 6–12to gain reading proficiency in grades 6–12..

Students in sixth gradeStudents in sixth grade33 who used PowerUp who used PowerUp  
scored significantly higher than other studentsscored significantly higher than other students  
after just one semester. PowerUp users wereafter just one semester. PowerUp users were 1.48 1.48  
timestimes more likely to move up a benchmark level on more likely to move up a benchmark level on  
STAR Reading, and STAR Reading, and scored 21 points higherscored 21 points higher than than  
their peers on the winter test .their peers on the winter test .
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PowerUp helped PowerUp helped sixth grade Emergent Bilingualssixth grade Emergent Bilinguals33 and and  
other students reading below grade level other students reading below grade level gain 26.7gain 26.7  
points points on the TOSCRF2,  while students who didn't  useon the TOSCRF2,  while students who didn't  use  
the program saw no gains.the program saw no gains.

Sixth, seventh, and eighth gradeSixth, seventh, and eighth grade  

studentsstudents33 made made significant strides with significant strides with  
PowerUp, improvingPowerUp, improving 10 percentile points  10 percentile points onon  
the Renaissance STAR Reading test . Higherthe Renaissance STAR Reading test . Higher  
scores were seen regardless of race.scores were seen regardless of race.

Time in PowerUp helpedTime in PowerUp helped eighth grade students eighth grade students33  
gain ELA skills. Every 10 minutes spent on task in thegain ELA skills. Every 10 minutes spent on task in the  
program correlated with aprogram correlated with a 3%–5% improvement 3%–5% improvement  
in the Reading or Writ ing port ions of the state ELAin the Reading or Writ ing port ions of the state ELA  
test .test .

5 / 8



99% students in99% students in grades 6–10 grades 6–1033  who completed all threewho completed all three  
strands in PowerUp (Word Study, Grammar,strands in PowerUp (Word Study, Grammar,  
Comprehension) scored Comprehension) scored above the 40th percentile above the 40th percentile 
on the MAP assessment.on the MAP assessment.

DDuurriinngg  sscchhooooll  yyeeaarr  

22002222––2200223344::
53%

of  st ud ent s who used  PowerUpof  st ud ent s who used  PowerUp  
wit h f id elit y c overed  3 + g ra d ewit h f id elit y c overed  3 + g ra d e  

levels of  skillslevels of  skills

TT hhee  ppeerrcc eenntt aa gg ee  ooff  sstt uudd eenntt ss  wwoorrkkiinngg  oonn  ff oouunndd aa tt iioonnaa ll  
sskkiillllss  sskkiillllss  DDRROOPPPPEEDD  BBEELLOOWW  55%%  iinn  aa llll  sstt rraa nndd ss  ooff  cc oonntt eenntt  

bbyy  tt hhee  eenndd  ooff  tt hhee  yyeeaa rr

5%
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I recommend both Lexia Core5 Reading and LexiaI recommend both Lexia Core5 Reading and Lexia  
PowerUp Literacy as a K–12 blended learning solutionPowerUp Literacy as a K–12 blended learning solution  
because the programs engage students whilebecause the programs engage students while  
tackling the fundamental skills they need. Thetackling the fundamental skills they need. The  
computer-based programs offer differentiatedcomputer-based programs offer differentiated  
instruction and substantial practice at theinstruction and substantial practice at the  
appropriate level for each student, and the just-rightappropriate level for each student, and the just-right  
pencil-and-paper materials allow teachers topencil-and-paper materials allow teachers to  
transfer those skills into the offline world. I’m verytransfer those skills into the offline world. I’m very  
happy with our students’ progress—there’s no doubt,happy with our students’ progress—there’s no doubt,  
Lexia® makes an impact on their reading.Lexia® makes an impact on their reading.  
Professionally, I’ve been using Lexia’s programs for 16Professionally, I’ve been using Lexia’s programs for 16  
years, and I’ve looked at a lot of different vendors, butyears, and I’ve looked at a lot of different vendors, but  
Lexia Lexia waswas always the best.” always the best.”
— Lee-Ann Mertzlufft, Assistive Technology Specialist for Individuals With Disabilities, City School— Lee-Ann Mertzlufft, Assistive Technology Specialist for Individuals With Disabilities, City School  
District of Albany, New YorkDistrict of Albany, New York
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